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SUPERIOR COLURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

in re NATURAL GAS ANTL-TRUST CASES

LiLIT &3V

This Docwment Relates {o

THE PRICE INDEXING CASES ONLY

JUBICIAL COUNCHE,
COGORDINATION PROCEEDING NOS,
4221, 4224, 4226 ANI3> 4228

STIPULATHIN AND [PROPOSED]
ORDER SHORTENING TIME FOR
HEARING ON PRELIMINARY
APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENTS

This Stipulation to Shorten Time for Hearing on Preliminary Approval of

Settiernents {the “Stipulation™) is made and emtered into by and among the Class Plainiiffs and

{1) AEP Energy Services, Inc. (“"AEP”), which has not entered into a settlerment agreement with

Class Plamnifll in this matier, (2} those defendants who have entered into settlemnent agreements

with Class Plaintifis that have previously been approved by the Court, {the “Settled

{efendants™), and (3) those defendants who have entered into settlement agreoments with Class

Plaintsf¥s that will be presented to the Court for preliminary approval, as provided for in this

addagz
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Stipulation (the “Setgdfing Defendants,” and, together with AEP, the Settled Defendants, and
Plaintiffs, the “Parties™). AEP and the Settled Defendants agree and request that the Court may
decide a motion for preliminary approval of the pending settlements with the Settling Defendants
without binding, or otherwise prejudicing. AEP or the Settled Defendants as 1o any findings or
determinations made with respeet to any such approval. ' '

WHEREAS, counsel for Class Plaintiffs have requested that AEP and the Settled
Defendants waive opposition 1o the prefiminary approval motion in order to faciiitate prompt
consideration of the present settlernents.

. WHEREAS, AEP has not completed its class certification discovery, buot believes
that there are a number of valid grounds to deny certification of the requested classes for
purposes ol {itigation, while Class Plaintiffs believe that certification of the requested classes for
Hiigation purposes is appropriate.

WHEREAS, counsel for both Class PlaintifTs and AEP agree that the Cowrtcan
appropriately decide a motion for seftlement class certification that wouhd not be precedential
for, nor binding in connection with, the Court’s later consideration of the motion for certification
of a class for {iigation purposes.

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties agree and stipulate as follows:

AEP and the Settled Defendants shall not oppose the motion for preliminary
approval of the pending class action settlements, and the motion may be calendared for hearing
at the Court’s earliest opportunity,

The Parties stipulate and agree that a decision approving any setilement or
certifying a class for settiement approval purposes wil not prejudice AEP’s opposition to the
motion for certification of a class or classes for Htigation purposes, nor shatl such a settiement
class certification deciston (if any) be deemed a precedent, an estoppel or law of the case for
purposes of or in conngction with consideration of & motion to cortify & class or classes for
purposcs of Hitigation as (0 AEP.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused the Stipulation (o be

executed, by thewr duly authonzed attomeys or Liaison Counsel.
1944302 v
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DATED: March 5, 2087

944302

By: /5 Barry R._Himmelstein
Barry R. Himmelstetn

William Bernstein (State Bar No. 865200)
R, Himmelstein (State Bar No. 157736)
Eric 8. Fastiff (State Bar No. 18226{0)
LIEF¥, CABRASER, HEIMANN &
BERNSTEIN, LLP
Embarcadero Center West
275 Battery Street, 30th Floor
San Francisco, Californta 94111-3319

Class Plaintiffs’ Co-bead and Liaison Counsel

By: 5 Geoffrey T Holtz
Geottrey T, Holtz

Terry 1. Houlthan (State Bar No. 42871
Geoffrey T. Holtz {Stale Bar No. 191378)
BINGHEAM MCCUTCHEN LLP

Three Embarcaders Center

San Franciseo, 4 0431114067

Atorneys for Specially Appearing Defendant
Retiant Energy, 1nc. and on behaif of Settling
Defendants

By! A5/ Jeffrey M. Sholet
feffrey M. Shohet

Jeffrey M. Shohet {State Bar No. 67529)
DLA PIPER

4365 Excoutive Drive, Suile 188

San Diege, CA 921212133

Attorneys for Defendants The Williams
Comparnies, Inc., ef al., and on behalf of Seltled
Defandants

By: /% Rabert Walinsky
Robert Wolinsky
Robert Wolinsky

HOGAN & HARTSON LLP
Columbis Square

555 Thirteenth Siroet, NW
Washington, DC 20804

Attorneys for Non-Seitling Defendant AEP
Energy Services, Inc.
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17 18 8 ORDERED.

'The hearing on Class Plaintiffs” motion for preliminary approval of settlements
shall be held on March 6, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. Pursuant to the foregoing Stipulation, there shall be

70 OPPOSHIon OF rephy.

DATED: March é_ 2667 M

The Honorable Ropald 8. P
Coordination Trial Judg
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